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SCIENCE

CHOWCHILLA — A former
1970s radical associated with
the group that kidnapped
newspaper heiress Patty
Hearst finished her California
prison sentence Tuesday,
ending a legal drama that
harkened back to a violent era
of social unrest.
Sara Jane Olson, 62, was
freed from the Central
California Women’s Facility
in Chowchilla shortly after
midnight and was allowed to
serve her year-long parole in
Minnesota.

Marijuana usage an
issue in campus housing,
UPD officer says
HANK DREW
Staff Writer

UC plans to boost
energy efficiency

NATIONAL
Bush on Obama: “He
deserves my silence”
CALGARY, Alberta — Former
President George W. Bush said
on Tuesday that he won’t criticize Barack Obama because
the new U.S. president “deserves my silence,” and said
he plans to write a book about
the 12 toughest decisions he
made in office.
Bush declined to critique the
Obama administration in his
first speech since leaving
office in January.
- Associated Press

INTERNATIONAL
Military hands nation’s
presidency to opposition
ANTANANARIVO, Madagascar
— Madagascar’s top generals
handed over control of the
island nation to the opposition
leader on Tuesday, hours after
the president himself stepped
down and tried to put the
military in charge.
Vice-Admiral Hyppolite Rarison Ramaroson said he and
two other generals rejected
President Marc Ravalomanana’s attempt to transfer
power to a military directorate.
- Associated Press

SANDRA SANTOS / Spartan Daily
Dr. Kenneth Coale, SJSU representative for the COAST project, aboard the ship Sheila B. used in
a sea turtle research near the Moss Landing Marine Laboratory located an hour away from SJSU.
The laboratory, where students with a marine biology concentration work and learn from, is located an hour away from SJSU.

Protecting the
California coast
Established in 2008,
program seeks to learn
about state’s marine life
SAMANTHA PATTERSON
Staff Writer

As part of an initiative to preserve and protect California’s
coastline, faculty and administrators within the California
State University system have
collaborated to form the Council on Ocean Affairs, Science
and Technology, or COAST.
Established in February
2008, COAST is an affinity
group, which is a systemwide
initiative within CSUs that in-

corporate multiple campuses.
The council’s primary focus is to promote marine and
coastal research and education
throughout the CSU and across
the state.
“Some of our specific goals
are to promote the advancement
of our knowledge of coastal resources to help our faculty develop professionally,” said Krista
Kamer, the council’s coordinator.
“We want to provide new educational opportunities for undergraduates and graduate students,
and increase environmental literacy in the public sector.”
The idea of COAST evolved

See COAST, page 2

A view of the coast as seen from SANDRA SANTOS / Spartan Daily
Half Moon Bay State Beach, which is open
from 8 a.m. to sunset.

If you smell smoke while on a
stroll through the SJSU residence
halls, sniff again before you pull
the fire alarm.
The source of the odor could
be marijuana.
University Police Department crime logs detail six arrest and citations for possession of less than one ounce
of marijuana during the first two
weeks of March — mostly, people aged between 18 and 30.
According to the UPD Annual Safety Report and Crime Statistics, 153 people were arrested
for drug violations in 2007. Drug
arrest data for 2008 was not
available.
UPD Sgt. John Laws said
marijuana use in student housing
is a consistent issue on the SJSU
campus.
“Most of the marijuana arrests
that we make are students,” Laws
said. “Without any information
to back it up, my experience is
that most of it is occurring in the
residence halls.”
He said UPD is usually called
to the residence by the staff.
Student housing did not reply
to repeated requests for comment.
Some students said they feel
that university housing is not en-

See POT, page 4

BUDGET

Tuition fees expected to increase across CSU system
Anticipated increase by Board
of Trustees is 10 percent
MARCOS BLANCO
Staff Writer

In the wake of last month’s
announced budget cuts to the
California State University system, SJSU President Jon Whitmore said there is an anticipated
10 percent increase in student
fees in the proposed state budget signed by Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger.
“All there is at this point is a
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RIVERSIDE — A University of
California Regents’ committee
has approved a program to
work with the state’s utilities
to boost energy efficiency at
UC campuses and medical
schools over the next three
years.
The plan to reduce energy
costs and greenhouse gas
emissions was approved
Tuesday by the UC Regents’
grounds and buildings committee.
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proposal in the governor’s budget as part of the whole package,” Whitmore said. “My understanding is that (the Board of
Trustees) are not going to look at
the fee issue until May when they
have a much clearer picture.”
Teresa Ruiz, a spokeswoman
for the CSU system, said she
couldn’t speculate on whether
or not there would be another
fee increase.
“The Board of Trustees must
vote on any potential student
fee increase,” she said.
Ruiz added that student
fees haven’t gone up every year,

See FEES, page 3
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Staff writer Marcos Blanco
talks about future anime
conventions in San Jose.
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Check out a slideshow of
the SJSU tennis team’s loss
to Northern Colorado by
staff photographer Sandra
Santos.

but reiterated that there are fee
in-creases during hard financial
times.
A historical fee perspective chart on the CSU Web site
shows the chronology of fee
increases for full-time and parttime undergraduate students
dating back to 1979.
The chart shows a significant
increase in student fees beginning in the 2003-2004 academic
year. Student fees for that period were $2,046 for full-time

Student fees through the years
Full-time student fees:

Part-time student fees:

2002-03 - $1,507/year
2003-04 - $2,046/year
2008-09 - $3,048/year
2009-10 - $3,352 (projected)

2002-03 - $912/year
2003-04 - $1,188/year
2008-09 - $1,770/year
2009-10 - $1,947 (projected)
Source / California State University

CHRISTIAN GARRUCHO / Spartan Daily
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Today

Weekly Discussion
Hangout with globally-minded
people, discuss international
issues and find out internship
opportunities.
6:15 p.m. in the Pacheco Room of
the Student Union.
Contact Ryan Wu at
GSC.SJSU@gmail.com

Campus Cookout
Free food and entertainment for
students.
Noon to 1 p.m. at the A.S.
barbecue pits.

Graduation, What’s
Next?
Learn some of the steps that will
make graduation smooth sailing.
12:15 to 1:15 p.m. in Clark Hall,
Room 118.
Contact Veronica Mendoza at
veronica.mendoza@sjsu.edu

Weekly Discussion
Hangout with globally-minded
people, discuss international
issues and find out internship
opportunities.
6:15 p.m. in the Pacheco Room of
the Student Union.
Contact Ryan Wu at
GSC.SJSU@gmail.com

Zen Buddhism Club
“Releasing Ourselves from Obsession.”
3:30 p.m. in the Costanoan Room
of the Student Union.
Contact Justin at 677-8681 or
jstnjc@gmail.com

Tomorrow
19 Tomorro
Bible Study
Acts 2 Christian Fellowship hosts
a weekly study.
7 p.m. in the Pacifica Room of the
Student Union.
Contact Justin Foon at
jfoon1@yahoo.com

Meditation Group
5 p.m. in Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. Library.
Contact Harrison at
hhaarrrriissoonn@gmail.com

Marimba Madness
Percussion studio of Lecturer
Galen Lemmon.
12:30 to 1:15 p.m. in the Music
Building Concert Hall.
Contact 924-4673 for more
information.

30 Monday
Slam Dunk Contest
Show off your skills during the
Slam Dunk Contest as part of the
IM Sports Basketball Championship Night.
6 to 10 p.m.
Contact Campus Recreation at
924-6218 or
rpatchett@as.sjsu.edu

Wednesday
01 Wednes
Manipulating the
Unwanted: Labor,
War and Public
Policy
Explore the experiences of Mexican farm laborers in California
and learn about the forced immigration of Peruvian-Japanese
to the U.S. Free and open to the
public. 7 to 9 p.m. at the Schiro
Room in Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. Library. Contact Danelle Moon
at 808-2061.
Sparta Guide is provided free of
charge to students, faculty and
staff members. The deadline for
entries is noon, three working days
before the desired publication date.
Space restrictions may require
editing of submission. Entries are
printed in the order in which they
are received. Submit entries online
at thespartandaily.com or in writing at DBH 209.

Veggie burgers given out
to encourage students to
take up vegan lifestyle
JESSICA AYALA
Staff Writer

Students got a glimpse of
what it’s like to be a vegetarian
Monday as 100 veggie burgers
where given out in front of the
Student Union.
The Santa Clara County
Activists of Animals, the Food
Empowerment Project and students from the Environmental
Club gave out veggie burgers
and vegan chocolate chip cookies and brownies from the Sun
Flour Baking Company to promote a different kind of diet.
“I think it’s a really positive
event to show people that they
can have great food as well as
protect the environment and
save lives of animals,” said Lauren
Ornelas, founder and director for
Food Empowerment Project.
Ornelas, who has been a vegan for 21 years, said that being a
vegan has made her more aware
of what she eats and has also allowed her to appreciate diverse
ethnic foods.
Ryan Frazier, an SJSU alumnus and currently with the
Santa Clara County Activists of
Animals, said if the average person knew what the conditions
are like in the factory farms,
they would never buy meat products again.
“The industry really relies on
people not understanding how
the animals are kept and it’s really, really horrible condition,”

Animal rights activists hand out fliers along with veggie patties to students on Monday.
he said. “It’s really sad.”
Frazier, who is a vegan, said
people have a misconception that
being vegan is a difficult thing to
do, but said that it’s a very easy
thing to do.
According to the American
Dietetic Association, vegetarian diets are associated with a
reduced risk for obesity, heart
disease, hypertension, diabetes,
lung cancer and kidney disease.
Frazier added that, for health
reasons, it’s hard to beat a vegetarian diet.
Tony Padilla, a junior animation illustration major, said he
is not a vegan but said that this

COAST Two
faculty members from
SJSU involved
Continued from page 1
from a previous CSU program that ended in 2008 called
CICORE — Center for Integrative Coastal Observation,
Research and Education. The
federally funded program, established in 2002, showed that
CSU campuses could cooperate
to create a network throughout
the system. From this, COAST
came into scope.
“I don’t really know anything
about the beach, I barely go,”
said David Hyun, a senior animation major. “I think it’s good
to protect it though.”
Although the program is in
its first year of operation, funding has already come into effect.
“Our base line funding is
coming from small contributions from the campuses that
have been matched by the Chancellor’s Office,” Kamer said.
She added that the council
is currently drafting its strategic
plan and laying out long-term
goals and determining how to
fund them.
“What we like to do eventually is enhance undergraduate
education,” Kamer said. “Have
some sort of summer exchange
program where students from
one campus can apply to go do
some coastal research at another
campus during the summer and
get experience that may count
towards their degree.”
She said it would be “neat” to
have a formal program for students, but that funding isn’t in
place for that.
“I think it’s good the CSUs

have programs like this to educate students on what they’re
interested in,” Hyun said.
Last fall, faculty involved
with the council had the opportunity to competitively apply for
release time from teaching so
they could have time to develop
proposals for external funding
agencies.
“What that would do is if
they are successful with those
proposals, it would bring in
more money for our research to
the CSUs,” Kamer said.
Two of the 11 successful faculty applicants were from SJSU
— assistant professors Erika
McPhee-Shaw and Ivano Aiello.
The successful candidates
have until January 2010 to submit their proposals to external
funding agencies. The proposals
have the opportunity to bring
more than $2 million in grant
funding to the CSU in return for
an initial investment of about
$76,000 in assigned time funding, according to the council’s
semi-annual report.
About 15 of the 29 SJSU
members of the council are faculty, many of whom — including McPhee-Shaw and Aiello
— work at the Moss Landing
Observatory, a multi-campus
marine research facility of CSU.
Kenneth Coale, director of
Moss Landing Observatory, is a
member of the council’s executive committee.
“I think there is incredible
potential within the CSU to
make environmental literacy as
high of priority as math, English
or history,” he said. “This program has grassroots to become
quite effective.”

www.theSpartanDaily.com

event is great way to reach out to
students who are not vegans.
Padilla said he couldn’t taste
the difference between a meat
patty and the veggie burger and
would consider going vegan.
Steven Stahl, a junior animation major, said he could taste
the difference between a veggie
burger and a meat burger, but
added that it was satisfying.
“When you go out to eat a
burger you’re expecting meat,”
he said. “But when you’re eating
a veggie burger you’re expecting
vegetables, but it doesn’t taste
like vegetables. It tastes more like
regular food.”
Three different types of veggie burgers, donated by Whole
Foods Market, were given out.
Fliers from organizations such
as Viva! and People for the Ethi-

Courtesy of Lauren Ornelas

“The industry really relies on people not
understanding how the animals are kept ...”
RYAN FRAZIER
Santa Clara County Activists of Animals

cal Treatment of Animals were
also handed out to students in
hope that they will have a better
understanding of what occurs in
farm factories.
Onika Drew, a senior public health major, said she went
vegan nine years ago because of
financial issues. She said she is
from South America and said
that when she came to America
at 15, she would’ve preferred going vegan because the meat in
South America is much fresher.
Her parents didn’t allow it.

Drew added that this event is
a good way to bring awareness of
what animals go through in the
factory.
For students who missed
Monday’s giveaway or are interested in exploring a different diet,
there will be another meat-out
event at Great America Friday,
where the Santa Clara County
Activists of Animals and the
Food Empowerment Project will
be encouraging people across
the country to try vegetarianism
for 24 hours.
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Recognizing the women who made America
SAMANTHA PATTERSON
Staff Writer

March is Women’s History Month,
an opportunity to acknowledge the
issues women have overcome and the
contributions they’ve made while facing the difficulties and obstacles of
each era.
“I think it’s important to educate ourselves on women of the past,” said Muoi
Ngo, a junior accounting major. “We
learn a lot about men, but not necessarily about women.”
According to History.com, International Women’s Day was first recognized in the early 1900s. Congress
then established National Women’s
Week in the early 1980s, which was observed the second week of March. It was
further expanded into a month in the
late 1980s.
San Jose itself has several historic
women involved in politics, and social
and reform movements.
“There’s a strong tradition of women
in San Jose politics,” said Patricia Hill,
an associate professor and department
chair of history. “People recognize Carly
S. Fiorina, former CEO of Hewlett-Packard. She’s not the first.”
San Jose was the first large city in
America to elect a female mayor to office
— Janet Gray Hayes in 1974.
Women were also elected to Congress and as county supervisors. So many
elected females represented San Jose in
the 1970s it became known as the femi-

nist capital of America.
The women studies program, resource center, along with contributions
from the history department at SJSU
collaborated together to offer a selection
of events throughout March in honor of
Women’s History Month.
“I didn’t even know it was Women’s
History Month,” said Kelsey Doust, a
freshman occupational therapy major. “I
do think it’s important to learn about it,
though.”
Events include discussions, panels,
and movie showings.
The events are varied to provide students with multiple perspectives on
women’s activities and contributions,
Hill said.
“If a student sampled any of them,
they would be exposed to women’s activities in a wide range of reformed movements, national and international situations.” Hill said.
Earlier this month, a discussion on
women and social movements in San
Jose was held at the Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Library. Hill presented a national
reference about women’s involvement in
social and reformed movements in the
late ’90s and early 21st century.
Guest speaker Susan Wilson presented her past roles in the Silicon Valley.
Wilson was elected to the city council
in the 1970s and served as a Santa Clara
County supervisor.
She shared her experiences in early
environmental movements and politics
in San Jose and Santa Clara.
Hill said much of what is telling about

“There’s a strong tradition
of women in San Jose
politics.”
PATRICIA HILL
associate professor, history dept. chair

women’s history is that many of the obstacles in female achievements still exist.
She added that, in some ways, women have made great strides.
Women still make 70 cents for every dollar men make. Women are still
under-represented in almost every position of real power, Hill said.
Women’s experience is one thing, and
that’s plural, not monolithic, Hill said.
They vary on the women’s individual talents, based on race, ethnicity, social class,
religion, circumstances of her birth and
family situations, she added.
“Instead, thinking of women’s history,
plural, of women’s experiences, plural,
in American and around the world, the
more we can help provide students and
people to see a more accurate sense of
what it’s like to be female at different
times and places,” Hill said.
Muoi Ngo said students don’t know
about the events that take place during
Women’s History Month.
“In high school, you heard events
over the announcements in the morning,” Ngo said. “In college you don’t have
that kind of announcements, so it’s hard
to learn about these kinds of events to
take part of.”

After 30 years, former Afghan
president given proper burial
Associated Press

KABUL — Executed in a
coup 30 years ago, buried hastily
in a mass grave along with a small
golden Quran, the man who
turned Afghanistan from a monarchy into a republic returned on
Tuesday in a flag-draped coffin to
the same palace where he met his
death.
The body of President Sardar
Mohammad Daud Khan was
unearthed after a former Afghan
general involved in the secret
burial pointed the way last year
to two mass graves. In July 2008,
graves were opened that held the
bodies of the former leader and
17 family members and associates killed with him.
Daud Khan, whose shooting
death ushered in an era of Soviet
domination over the country that
lasted for a decade, was identified
by teeth molds — but the key
was the Quran, a gift from a Saudi
king found along with the body in
July 2008.
President Hamid Karzai,
who directed the effort to identify his predecessor’s remains,
led Tuesday’s ceremony, which
began in the presidential palace
where Daud Khan and his family
were killed. Among those who
attended were Karzai, his allies
and political opponents, and the

former president’s surviving family members, along with international ambassadors.
An honor guard accompanied Daud Khan’s body from
the palace, with soldiers bearing
the coffin and larger-than-life
portraits. He was buried along
with family members on a hillside overlooking the mountains
that surround Kabul.
The executed president drew
praise for his five-year rule.
“After his death three decades
of war ensued — first the Soviet’s
invaded and then the civil war
ensued. The people now hold his
time, as one of the best in Afghanistan’s history,” said Mohammad
Qasem Akhgar, an editor-in-chief
of the Kabul daily named “8 a.m.”
“He wanted development and
progress in the country, he wanted democracy, but he also wanted
to control everything. We should
not forget that during his presidency, a lot of economic projects
started. He believed in a strong
educational system, as a basis for
development, and was the man
who established the Afghan state
television.”
Soviet troops rolled into Afghanistan in late December 1979.
They occupied the country for 10
years but were forced to leave as
the Soviet Union was breaking up
in 1989.
They were replaced by the
chaos of civil war, Taliban control

and, finally, the U.S. invasion after
the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks.
The Islamic militants have
made a violent comeback the last
three years following an apparent
initial defeat after the 2001 U.S.
invasion. In response, the U.S. is
sending thousands of new troops
to the south — the Taliban’s
heartland — this year to try to reverse their gains.
But a spike in violence is an
early indication that insurgent
attacks are likely to surge as
some 17,000 U.S. forces arrive
this year to bolster the record
38,000 Americans already in Afghanistan.
On Monday, officials said, an
Australian soldier serving with
NATO-led forces died of wounds
sustained in a firefight with 20
Taliban insurgents, Australia’s Air
Chief Marshal Angus Houston
said Tuesday. The clash followed
a surge in violence in Afghanistan
last weekend that led to the deaths
of eight other foreign troops, including four Americans.
Also Tuesday, U.S.-led coalition troops killed seven militants and detained three others
during a raid on a bomb-making
cell in southern Afghanistan.
Separately, Taliban militants
ambushed a police patrol in
Kandahar’s Panjwayi district,
killing five officers and damaging their vehicle, said Bismillah
Khan, a police officer.

Prosecutors seek death penalty for Calif. arson
Associated Press

RIVERSIDE — Prosecutors
on Tuesday urged jurors to recommend the death penalty for a
man convicted of murdering five
firefighters by igniting a California
wildfire because “the punishment
has to fit the crime.”
But the defense attorney for
Raymond Lee Oyler pleaded with
jurors to sentence the 38-year-old
auto mechanic to life without the
possibility of parole because he
did not intend to kill the firefighters when he set the 2006 blaze.
Oyler was convicted earlier
this month of five counts of first-

degree murder, 20 counts of arson
and 17 counts of using an incendiary device. Jurors found him
guilty of setting numerous fires
in rural areas of Riverside County
between May and October 2006,
including the deadly fire that
killed the federal firefighters who
were defending a rural house.
Riverside County prosecutor Michael Hestrin told jurors
in closing arguments of the trial’s
penalty phase that Oyler caused
terror in rural communities by
setting the fires and horrific pain
to the firefighters before they succumbed.
“He gave them the death penalty that day by his own action and
his alone,” Hestrin said. “Ray Oy-

ler is not just a casual arsonist. He
wanted to have that responsibility,
that power to end people’s lives.”
Defense attorney Tom Eckhardt pleaded with jurors to spare
Oyler’s life, arguing his client did
not mean to kill.
“This is not a case where there
was an intentional killing,” Eckhardt said. “This is a case where
because of insane, don’t-givea-damn recklessness, these five
people died.”
The fatal blaze, known as the
Esperanza Fire, roared to life as
fierce Santa Ana winds swept
through Southern California.
Three firefighters died there
and a fourth died soon after at a
hospital.

Photo Illustration by CARLOS A. MORENO / Spartan Daily
Elizabeth Cady Stanton
(above left), an American social activist for women’s rights, Carly S. Fiorina
(below left), former CEO of Hewlett-Packard, Janet Gray Hayes (center), the
first woman elected mayor of San Jose, Jeannette Rankin (above right), the
first woman elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, and Susan B.
Anthony (below right), mother of the women’s suffrage movement.

FEES Pell Grants will go up $300
next fall, SJSU president says
Continued from page 1
students and $1,188 for parttime students, up from $1,507
and $912 in the 2002-2003
academic year.
For the 2008-2009 academic year, tuition fees are at an alltime high of $3,048 and $1,770
for full-time and part-time students, respectively.
“When looking at the chart,
you will see most fee increases
have been around 10 percent
and occurred during a time
when the CSU faced budget
cuts from the state,” Ruiz said.
Ruiz said when the state
doesn’t provide enough funds
for their budgetary needs, they
are forced to consider raising
student fees.
“It is an unfortunate reality
for the system and our students
that without enough state funding our campuses are challenged
to find the resources they need
to continue to provide a quality
education to our current students and to all of those students
who are eligible for admissions
to our campuses,” Ruiz said.
Gabriel Sanchez, a junior
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business major, is worried
about paying more money in
student fees.
“I have to take bigger loans
now,” he said. “It’s affecting everyone. I hope they go down,
but I think they’ll just keep increasing.”
Genna Birman, a full-time
senior social work major, said
student fee increases due to
state budget cuts would lead to
fewer classrooms, teachers and
resources.
“This is important for those
of us who value our education,”
Birman said. “I think the budget cuts bother students more
than the fee increases.”
To hopefully lessen the effect of potential fee increases at
SJSU, Whitmore said one-third
of the 10 percent fee increase
would go to financial aid to help
needy students who can’t afford
tuition if the increase happens.
Whitmore said that Pell
Grants, which are also supposed to help struggling students with tuition fees, will
significantly go up if students
already have them.
“So if you’re on a Pell Grant,
it’s going to go up $300 this
year and then $300 again next

year, roughly.”
Birman was skeptical.
“It’s hard to say, really,” he
said. “It seems like it could help,
but then why raise the student
fees in the first place?”
Birman, who has a middleclass income, said the fees don’t
affect him much financially, but
he still indirectly feels the impact of the budget cuts in his
capacity-filled classrooms and
through friends who have been
struggling financially with increasing fees.
“If you raise the fee, it’s
bothersome because people are
struggling,” he said. “What is the
upside to us paying more? We
want to get what we paid for.”
Ruiz encourages students of
the CSU system to take action
against school budget cuts so it
won’t lead to more increases in
student fees.
“It is important for our students to voice their concern over
budget cuts to the system,” she
said. “Students should consider
advocating local legislators to
make higher education a priority so that when budget cuts are
being discussed, the legislature
will have a clear picture of how
students are being affected.”
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for small
business
loan plan
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Seeking
to counter a chorus of unhappy
Republicans and nervous Wall
Street investors, President Barack Obama and his economic
team are taking a cheerier tone
while making billions in federal
loans available to the nation’s
struggling small businesses.
Obama and Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner on
Monday planned to announce
a broad package that includes
reduced small-business lending
fees and an increase on the guarantee to some Small Business
Administration loans. A day earlier, the president’s advisers said
in television interviews that they
remained confident in the nation’s economic fundamentals, at
times adopting upbeat rhetoric
the president once mocked.
“The fundamentals are sound
in the sense that the American
workers are sound, we have
a good capital stock, we have
good technology,” said Christina
Romer, who heads the White
House Council of Economic Advisers.
Obama, for his part, has embraced the role of “confidencebuilder in chief,” as one business
leader asked him to become.
One week after his budget director declared “fundamentally,
the economy is weak,” Obama’s
economic advisers offered up a
buoyant assessment.
Larry Summers, the director of the National Economic
Council and an Obama adviser,
quoted the president: “It’s never
as good as people say it is when
they say it’s good and it’s never as
bad as people say it is when they
say it’s bad.”
Dealing with a severe recession, Obama has turned to a
public face that emphasizes the
potential for recovery instead of
its limits.
To that end, the government
plans to take aggressive steps to
boost bank liquidity with more
than $10 billion aimed at unfreezing the secondary credit market,
according to officials briefed on
the plan who demanded anonymity to avoid pre-empting the
president’s announcement.
Administration officials confirmed they would unveil details
Monday.
“We know that small businesses are the engine of growth in
the economy, and we absolutely
want to do things to help them,”
Romer said Sunday morning,
speaking broadly on the outline
of the plan. “There are already a
lot of things to help them in the
recovery package, and some of
what will be coming out are the
things that were in the recovery
package: increasing the SBA loan
guarantees, lowering fees.”
The move comes as Republicans have sought to build on
some bipartisan misgivings over
Obama’s ambitious spending
blueprint. In particular, Republicans say Obama’s budget proposal to raise taxes, starting in 2011,
on individuals earning more than
$200,000 and on households
earning more than $250,000 will
hurt small businesses, which face
higher dividend taxes and limits
on itemized deductions.
“We’ve got to do something to
help these small-business people.
We know that they’re the job creators in this economy,” the House
Republicans’ No. 2 official, Rep.
Eric Cantor, said Sunday. “And
the problem ... I think we’re seeing out of the Obama administration is a lack of focus on how
to get things going again.”

Axel Soriano, a freshman electrical engineering major, doing a bike trick called “Keo Spin” during a break from his classes last
Tuesday in front of MacQuarrie Hall. He made a spin about three times without touching the ground.

YOUNG-SUNG KWON / Spartan Daily

POT Use is personal choice and should be tolerated, two students say
Continued from page 1
forcing its own rules about marijuana use in the residence halls.
Stephanie Bowens, a peer
health educator, said she thinks
residence hall workers apply the
rules about marijuana smoking
unevenly.
“If it is their friends, they let
things slide,” she said. “I think
more higher-level administrative staff needs to be involved
to make sure the rules are being
followed properly.”

She said she had never been
around alcohol or marijuana
until she came to SJSU.
“When I came to college it
was the norm,” she said.
Bowens, a senior health sciences major, said she thinks
stress and peer pressure are the
major causes of marijuana use
by students.
“A lot of students are stressed
and they turn to marijuana because it is cool,” she said.
Other students said marijuana use is a personal choice and
should be tolerated.
Helen Liu, a junior philoso-

phy major, said she doesn’t smell
marijuana that often in the dorms
and feels that marijuana use is
not detrimental to students.
“I do consider myself a user,
but I don’t think it affects me,”
she said. “I feel that if you have
your priorities aligned it should
not be a big deal.”
“More people die more from
DUI than they do from marijuana,” she added.
Contrary to Liu, Judd Meadows, a freshman civil engineering major, said he smells
marijuana smoke often in the
residence halls.

Police allege college student missing
since ’07 died of a drug overdose
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Police said Tuesday they think a
19-year-old college student who
went missing almost two years
ago died of a drug overdose at
a party, and they charged a convicted sex offender with involuntary manslaughter.
San Diego State student
Donna Jou’s body has never been
found, and Tuesday’s announcement was the first official assertion that she is dead. The last time
her family saw her she rode away
from her Rancho Santa Margarita home on the back of a motorcycle driven by a man authorities
identified as John Steven Burgess.
She was later seen at a party at his
West Los Angeles home.
Burgess, a longtime suspect
in her disappearance, is serving a
three-year prison term for failing
to register as a sex offender. Besides the involuntary manslaughter charge, the 36-year-old faces
new charges of misdemeanor
concealment of an accidental
death, sale or transportation of
heroin and sale or transportation
of cocaine. He pleaded not guilty
to all charges Tuesday.

“I believe (Jou) was at this
party in the Palms area (of Los Angeles) and she was inducing narcotics, and the cause of her death
is most likely gonna be overdose,”
Detective Ron Ito, the lead investigator, said at a news conference.
Deputy Chief Charles Beck,
chief of detectives, noted that
“the witnesses to the crime were
unclear on some of the events.”
Jou’s family had held out hope
amid vigils, volunteer searches
and offers of reward money for
her safe return.
Her mother, Nili Jou, was
devastated.
“It is so hard,” she told reporters while weeping. “All this time
waiting and waiting and hoping,
and now — it’s hard, it’s hard, it’s
hard — and Donna did not deserve this.”
The district attorney’s office
said in a statement that all the
alleged crimes occurred on June
23, 2007, the last day her family
saw her.
Her mother received a textmessage the following day that
said her cell phone battery was
dying, but she’d be home soon.
In early July 2007, the license
plate of a pickup truck belonging
to Burgess and his motorcycle
helmet were found at a Los An-

geles intersection about 1½ miles
from his house.
An Orange County sheriff ’s investigator said at the time that authorities received an e-mail from
Burgess offering his “attempt to
communicate his thoughts and
his feelings of essentially what
may have occurred.”
Burgess was subsequently arrested in Florida and extradited
to California to face the charge
of having failed to register as
a sex offender when he was in
Los Angeles.
Burgess was convicted of
three counts of battery in 2002
and of performing a lewd act
against a child the following year.
He was sentenced to 146 days in
jail, placed on three years’ probation and required to register as a
sex offender.

“I don’t really mind it, but I
am an athlete so I do not do it,”
he said.
While the Cal State Stanislaus student government recently voted in support of legalizing marijuana to help ease the
current budget crisis, President
Jon Whitmore said the university’s drug policies will remain
as written.
Laws said university policy
does not allow for marijuana
use on campus — even with a
prescription.
“If we go up to a residence hall
room, and we find somebody in

possession of marijuana, if they
have a prescription for marijuana, they’re simply not going to
get a criminal citation,” he said.
Laws said UPD would still
write a report with student housing and student affairs would deliberate over disciplinary action.
“Even if it is legalized, will
that change the policies on the
university campus?” he asked.
“You’re not allowed to smoke a
cigarette inside university housing facilities.
“Why would you be allowed
to smoke a marijuana cigarette
but not a tobacco cigarette?”
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CD REVIEW: ‘ALL I EVER WANTED’

KELLY CLARKSON
Back to her roots and back on the charts
Photo courtesy of SweetKellyClarkson.com

DAN LU

Staff Writer

The first American Idol,
Kelly Clarkson, is back with her
fourth studio album, titled, “All
I Ever Wanted,” blending electro
pop, mainstream, power ballads
and rock.
After lackluster sales for
2007’s “My December,” tour
cancellations and disagreements
between her and her record label,
the “Since U Been Gone” princess returns with an album reminiscent of the pop formula that

made 2004’s “Breakaway,” a
multi-platinum hit.
The CD is jumpstarted by the
lead single and first track on the
album, “My Life Would Suck
Without You,” an up-tempo, fun
pop track about picking fights,
apologies and concluding with
a catchy chorus accented with a
flurry of “yeahs.”
Fans will not be disappointed by the solid effort by the
26-year-old Texas native. The
album combines fun and catchy
production, filtering out what
made “My December,” a tough
sell.
The track was written and
produced by Dr. Luke and Max
Martin, the duo behind “Since
U Been Gone,” who have also

penned hits for Katy Perry,
Pink, Avril Lavigne, Daughtry
and Leona Lewis.
The lead single has reached
No. 1 in three countries and
hit the top 10 in more than 11
countries since its release, according to Billboard magazine.
“I Do Not Hook Up,” cowritten by Kara DioGuardi, the
new fourth judge on American Idol, is a great segue into a
catchy chorus and flurry of “oh
ohs.” The song could easily be a
contender for the next single.

Moggs crush huge sound into tiny crowd
DAVID ZUGNONI
Senior Staff Writer

Some say it’s more nerve-racking to play in front of 10 people
than to play in front of, say, 100
people, or even a few thousand,
but it didn’t seem to bother a Petaluma two-piece called Moggs.
They seemed comfortable on
Sunday night at the Hemlock
Tavern in San Francisco, moving swiftly through a set of dirty,
jolting rock that bared a striking
resemblance to 5-year-old shoegaze band Autolux with a smidgen of the intensity and noisiness
of the more-like-25-year-old experimental punk wonder Sonic
Youth.
I don’t mean to make too
much of the gender thing, but
Moggs’ juxtaposition of male
and female vocals is common to
these two bands, as is the type
of dry, bare bones, untraditional
singing that turns many listeners
away but satisfies a few.
The drumming of former San
Jose dweller Cara LP was intri-

cate but to the point, and Justin
Millner’s guitar (and occasionally a bass) was a big brash wall
of sound, nullifying the need for
any more band members.
Some parts were herky-jerky
and thunderous, almost like
grindcore or math metal in slowmotion. Others were still hard
but had more of a groove — not
enough to make everyone bob
their heads, but enough to make
the wilder stuff worth it.
If I had to complain about
something, I’d complain that
they were too loud for a small,
empty room. A small room deserves a band that will at least
consider turning down a notch,
but when the sound bounces of
all the walls instead of being absorbed by audience members, it
can assault your ears.
But, hey, sometimes you
don’t mess with something
good, and maybe Moggs would
have lost some of their edge
if electing to play at a more
controlled volume.
On record, the band sounds
a little tamer, a tiny bit cleaner.

Justin Millner and Cara LP of Moggs.

It’s kind of like the live performance wearing cologne — but
it’s cologne that actually smells
pretty good.
Moggs have two releases,
a 2005 full-length called “The
White Belt Is Not Enough” and
the 2008 four-song “Amulat
EP.”
It’s all a matter of preference, but for me, the recorded
material has a production style
that is barren and brute and
bashes hard, but clearly has restraint over the band to bring
it closer to a sound that is easy
on the ears, especially after
repeated plays.
In other words, they’re not
completely obnoxious, but they
also would never make it onto
“Soundcheck,” an indie musicbased nighttime radio show
on Live 105 that usually isn’t
half bad.
They’re just too off-kilter.
But, I just like it. It’s hard to explain why. They just rock, OK.
Get off my back. They commit
to what they do, and they do
it well.

Courtesy of LARS KNUDSON / Official Moggs Web site

Recent appearances on “Live
with Regis and Kelly,” “Saturday Night Live” and “American
Idol” have shown audiences that
she still has the power to stay
on top as the original American
Idol. Upcoming appearances on
“Good Morning America” and
“Oprah” later this month could
solidify that title.
OneRepublic’s front man
Ryan Tedder lends his talent on
four songs on the album. In track
six, “Already Gone,” Tedder mirrors the same production he
used for Beyonce’s “Halo” and
provides background vocals for
the track.

The title track, “All I Ever
Wanted,” is a far cry from “My
Life Would Suck Without You.”
It steers clear of mainstream
bubblegum pop while blending a mix of anger and punchy
guitars. The song was originally
written and recorded by the
Oklahoma band, Aranda, which
passed on to Clarkson.
“If No One Will Listen” is a
simple ballad reminding fans
why she was the original American Idol. The lyrics grab the attention of listeners with lines
like, “If you find your fists are
raw and red from beating yourself down / If your legs have given out under the weight / If you
find you’ve been settling for a
world of gray / So you wouldn’t

have to face down your own
hate.”
Other standout tracks include “Cry”, which is heavily influenced by country music
and “If I Can’t Have You,” an
up-tempo crowd pleaser. Bright
hooks, angry lyrics, soft ballads
round out the 14 tracks on the
album.
Clarkson’s album was released March 10, 2009 along
with a deluxe edition including bonus tracks “Tip of My
Tongue,” “The Day We Fell
Apart” and “Can We Go Back.”
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
This letter is in response
to the current economic
climate:
Yes we can! So why don’t we?
Our government must try to
prevent this economic recession
from becoming a death slide.
But why the top-down strategy, where corporate and government entities are trusted
with the responsibility of doing
things intended to eventually allow Americans to buy and spend
again, as is their role in a capitalist society?
If that’s the goal, why not just
give the “stimulus” money directly to us taxpayers? It is, after
all, our money. Wouldn’t that
be a more cost-effective way of
achieving the objective?
Our federal government
could give every one of America’s roughly 320 million people
up to one million tax-free dollars
(depending upon what the smart
people who run everything decide would be so much no one
would want to work anymore)
and still have spent less than onethird of one of the hundreds of
billions in the stimulus package.
And we wouldn’t have to wait
months or years for jobs to be
generated or for banks to filter
money down to lenders.
The money could be given in
the form of a voucher only valid
to buy cars, houses, etc. And
there’d be no opportunity for
mismanagement or corruption
in distribution. After the vouchers are received, American business would be back in business.
Surely, this simpleminded

approach wouldn’t work. Otherwise, why would our leaders be
implementing a plan that grows
a huge federal deficit and risks
further decline until benefits are
realized?

Why not just give
the “stimulus”
money directly to
us taxpayers? It is,
after all, our money.
Wouldn’t that be a
more cost-effective
way of achieving
the objective?
I don’t know much about economics. But I know how much
I love America. Maybe this silly
idea is just an expression of my
frustration from also knowing
that many will suffer for as long
as it takes our nation and the rest
of the world to surmount the
challenge we face here.
Bob Pellegrini
SJSU professor of psychology

This letter is in response to
“Save some cash, skip the
organic aisle,” which
appeared March 5:
As the daughter of organic
farmers, I found your piece to be
incredibly ignorant and offensive
to our livelihood. Eating organic
is not strictly about produce that

has or doesn’t have pesticides
on it, which may or may not be
good for your health. It’s about
the entire food delivery system
and the values commercial (nonorganic) farming promotes versus the vaules organic farming
promotes.
In contrast to the farming
methods of commercial agribusiness, organic farming usually
takes place on a small scale, family owned and operated plots by
people who have absolutely no
problem getting down on their
hands and knees to pick weeds
for a living as opposed to spraying.
For us it’s an economic and
environmental imperative; when
you’re working on small tracts of
land, you don’t have the luxury of
spraying everything in sight only
to rotate massive fields every few
years after you’ve polluted nearby
water sources, stripped the land
of its natural minerals, and tilled
to the point of soil erosion.
To this end, the food produced from these fields, however
oddly misshapen and despite the
occasional ding or two, is always
a source of pride, the irregularities evidence of its authenticity.
In addition, animals raised on
organic farms are treated more
humanely: grass-fed, hormonefree cows are allowed to graze
in low-stress environments and
chickens are cage-fee. People
who buy organic understand this
and spend the extra money to
support it.
They know that the food
they’re buying is nature’s ideal –
its color, shape, smell, and taste is

exactly how that piece of produce
should look and taste – as opposed to a culturally derived and
therefore falsified one (i.e. chard
that’s as red as your lipstick or the
taste of non-organic produce people ate while growing up).
Hanna Hamilton
biology major

This letter is in response to
“Disney’s evil empire strikes
back,” which appeared
March 16:
Following Ms. Shapiro’s
logic, I should remind her of
Ted Bundy since I am also cleanshaven and part my hair to the
right. I’m disappointed that the
word ‘evil’ was so irresponsibly
used to describe Disney Com-

pany’s commercial venture to
capitalize on its profitable intellectual properties.
It’s a company — making
money is its business. That is in
no way a correlation to the horrors of war and the vileness of
racial prejudice.
Does Ms. Shapiro imply that
the ignorant parents who are
purchasing these atrociously
overpriced DVDs for their children should be likened to the
ignorant German populace who
allowed Hitler’s rampage to go
unchecked?
Clearly, Blockbuster’s $1.99
deal is the liberating hero here!
Even the connection made
between the late Walt Disney
and the company he left behind
lacks any real tenable link.
Rather than blame the mistakes of Americans today, may-

EARN EXTRA MONEY Students needed ASAP
Earn up to $150 per day being
a mystery shopper
No Experience Required
Call 1-800-722-4791
STUDENT WORK (NEAR
SJSU) As featured in the Wall
Street Journal in August 2008.
*$17.70 BASE-appt.
*FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES
*No experience necessary
*Training provided
*Customer sales/ service
*Scholarships awarded annually
*Internships possible
*Some conditions apply
*All majors may apply
CALL FOR INTERVIEW
(408) 866-1100
(650) 940-9400
(510) 790-2100
www.workforstudents.com/ sjsu

SURVEY TAKERS NEEDED:
Make $5-$25 per survey. www.
GetPaidToThink.com
P/T NANNY/DRIVER NEEDED in Los Gatos Days/ Times
Vary but M-F 3:30-5:30 standard. 7 and 9 year old Refs
and Bkgd Check Reqd $14-16/
hour DOE Spanish a + 408691-7689

GIANT STUDIO From $995 1058 N. 4th St. Secured Entry,
new paint & carpet, Lg. Eat
in Kitchen, Tall ceilings, New
Windows, 3 blocks from lt. rail.
For more info. contact Zane
408.509.1750 or 408.3548910

SERVICES

— SanDiegoZoo.com

CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces.
Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad line.
The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to 20
spaces.
A minimum of three lines is required.
Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS: 1
2
3
4
RATE: $10.00 $15.00 $20.00 $25.00
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$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.

FOR RENT
STUDIO
SUITES
FROM
$975 Tranquil complex at 3rd/
Jackson-Japan Town. Walk to
7 Bamboo Lounge & light rail.
Newly renovated, designer
paint, all new ceramic tile in
kitchen/ bath, mirrored closet
doors. Call 408.509.1750 or
408.354.8910

FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL
REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair
PC Data Recovery Remove
Virus Rental Trade Laptop &
Parts (408)469-5999

• RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY. •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID.
• NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.

FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount.
Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 AM or 3PM.
STUDENT ID REQUIRED.
Rate applies to student’s individual ads only.
Not intended for businesses and/or other persons.
Frequency discount does not apply.
www.thespartandaily.com

Need a Roommate?
Need a Job?
Need a Roommate
with a Job?

Khoa D. Do
San Jose, Calif.

DID YOU KNOW...
Butterflies taste with their feet? It is one of the
ways butterflies tell what plants to lay their eggs
on. They have taste sensors on their feet, and by
standing on a leaf, they can taste it to see if their
caterpillars can eat it.

Classifieds
EMPLOYMENT

be foreign countries should start
pinning the blame for modern
American shortcomings on the
Continental Congress.
Even if he wanted to, I doubt
Walt Disney can do a thing to
change the course that his company is taking. The poor guy is
just a sitting target for Ms. Shapiro’s opining.
I’m going to invoke Godwin’s
law at this point and ask that the
Spartan Daily not use assertions
of the lowest common denominator to make a point next time.
P.S. It’s hypocritical to say
the “Lion King” sequels lacked
“creativity and originality” when
the original “Lion King” was a
complete plagiarism of “Kimba
the White Lion” set to “Hamlet.”

Spartan Daily
Classiﬁeds

DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services
advertised below nor is there any guarantee implied. The classified
columns of the Spartan Daily consist of paid advertising and
offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain
advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific
telephone numbers or addresses for additional information.
Classified readers should be reminded that, when making these
further contacts, they should require complete information before
sending money for goods or services. In addition, readers should
carefully investigate all firms offering employment listings or coupons
for discount vacations or merchandise.
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RALPH WARNER

Staff Writer
With negative images of professional athletes more prevalent
than ever, critics may begin to ask
why our country donates so much
of our time and money to a senseless distraction from the real worries of the world.
Who can blame them? There
are constant images of athletes
who take our trust for granted
by using performance-enhancing
drugs, like Alex Rodriguez of the
New York Yankees, or egocentric
athletes who believe they are entitled to the multi-million dollar
contracts and recognition, like
Terrell Owens.
What some fail to realize is
that the world of professional
sports hasn’t always been about
multimillion-dollar
contracts,
endorsements, bloated egos and
dirty syringes.
For several decades, profes-

sional sports, and the athletes
who participated in them, have
had significant roles in the political and social advancement of our
country.
It can be argued that athletes
like Muhammad Ali, Jesse Owens, John Carlos and Tommie
Smith have done as much for
race relations and civil rights in
this country as many other activists who participated in the Civil
Rights movement.
Their ability to reach untapped
audiences through their athletic
achievements, and their decision
to bring national and international attention to injustices, is
something that is rarely done by
athletes today.
The fact that fewer athletes
are willing to stand up is a result,
I think, of the dramatic increase
in money given to professional
athletes for commercial endorsements.
Beginning in the 1980s, and
growing to astronomical amounts
in the 1990s, endorsement deals
have become just as lucrative for
athletes as their multimillion-dollar salaries.
It’s not to say that endorsements for athletes are a negative
thing, but the desire to maintain
a neutral or politically correct im-

ear that certain
age at all times for fear
endorsements mayy be lost, does
have a potentially negative affect
on society.
Social activism is something
ociety in order
that is needed in society
nd social needs
to put injustices and
hese issues can
on a stage where these
be recognized.
It’s scary to think where
ld be without
our country would
illie Jean King
activists such as Billie
and Ali. They have a public voice
and chose to speak for others who
did not.
For those who believe profesnnot have sigsional athletes cannot
n the political
nificant impacts on
world, look at Billiee Jean King as
an example of just how much of
an impact activism through sports
n advocate for
can have. King, an
as involved in
women’s rights, was
the passage of Titlee IX legislation,
which stated that no one can be
unded benefits
denied federally funded
of any educational program or aceir gender, and
tivity because of their
was passed in 1972..
LB, NBA and
Today, the MLB,
rities that supNFL all have charities
port and promotee good deeds
ials. The NBA
through commercials.
has NBA Cares, a commercial
ws prominent
series that shows
athletes

like
K o b e
Bryant or
Steve Nash
reading with
children at local
elementary schools
or visiting terminally
ill children, all of which
are beneficial and done
with good intentions rather
than for purposes of shameless promotion. But when are
professional athletes, and the
leagues they play in, going to
get involved in bringing awareness to less cookie-cutter or
more controversial international
issues such as the genocide in
Darfur.
I’ll continue to support my
favorite teams and athletes for
the feats they achieve on the field
or court, but those who make an
effort to make a difference off the
field will not only continue to
have my support, but my respect
as a fan.
Ralph Warner is a Spartan
Daily staff writer.

Forecasting another cycle of bad music
CHRIS CURRY

For Those About to Read
Recently, I had a terrible,
awful, devastating revelation
concerning the climate of music. All signs point to a continued “good music” drought that
will not let up for quite a long
time. Be prepared for the worst.
If my calculations are correct,
and they always are, we’re in
the middle of a musical “perfect
storm.”
In analyzing both regional
and global music patterns, I
was able to isolate a reoccurring
cycle. I know its causes, but
more important, I know when
it will end.
The northeastern region of
the U.S. is a major factor in the
phenomenon, specifically New

York City where Warner Music Group, Sony Music Entertainment and Universal Music
Group are all located. According to Nielsen Soundscan, these
three are responsible for 72 percent of the planet’s current music emissions.
One would think that having
the headquarters of the biggest
music publishing companies in
the world would create competition to sell quality records.
But, alas, this is not the case.
Lack of expectation of quality music has created a massive
low-pressure front in the area.
Couple this with the lowpressure system over Wal-Mart
headquarter in Bentonville,
Ark., and we could be in for a
long one. According to WalMart, it won’t carry any music
containing a parental advisory
warning. It is, by far, the U.S.’s,
and indeed the world’s, largest retailer. That creates a lot of
pressure.
As these two fronts approach the MTV worldwide jet
stream, the combination creates a plethora of musical phe-

nomena. Extended Coldplay is
threatening to throw the planet
into global freezing. Cars and
homes are damaged by winddriven Britney Spears. Hurricane Jonas is threatening the
entire East Coast.
Not to panic though, we are
simply riding out a natural cycle. In fact, this is the third such
round we’ve faced.

In analyzing both
regional and global
music patterns,
I was able to isolate
a reoccurring cycle.
I know its causes,
but more important,
I know when it will
end.
The first extended period of
musical sunshine came in the
middle of the 1940s, approximately 1943 to 1948. Artists
such as Nat King Cole, Duke

Ellington, Bing Crosby and
Frank Sinatra were recording
influential music. Then, almost
overnight, six feet of fresh commercial tinge covered the nation. Let’s face it, Elvis Presley
was overrated. Early ’60s Beatles were corny, and Beatles wannabes were even cornier.
Twenty years passed, then
came another musical spark. It
started around 1967 and ended close to 1971. This is when
a new dawn of music peeked
through the clouds and thawed
the dingy frost. Bands such as
Led Zeppelin, the Beatles, the
Rolling Stones and Pink Floyd
were producing their best work.
Motown was in full swing and
James Brown and Jimi Hendrix
had the flowers blooming and
the birds singing.
Then came the cloudburst.
Dangerous slides of disco,
punk, new wave and glam rock
threatened structures such as
stadiums, arenas and dance
clubs. Again, 20 years had to
pass before we could breathe
without airwave pollution. The
period from 1991 to 1995 saw

the best material from Nirvana,
Tool, Red Hot Chili Peppers,
Tupac, Alice in Chains and Dr.
Dre. But no thing lasts forever.
Then, the energy dissipated
and acts like the Backstreet
Boys and Spice Girls launched
us into a new 20-year era of talentless commercial goldmines.
Speaking of gold, enough bad
music came from the gold-filled
mouth of unoriginal rappers for
three generations. Yet we still sit
and weather the storm.
So, the bad news is that it
looks like the next rays of musical originality shouldn’t be
breaking through until somewhere around 2016.
The good news is that we’ve
been through this before, and
with an iPod full of properly
stored rations, we can survive
indefinitely.

Chris Curry is a Spartan
Daily A & E editor. “For
Those About to Read”
appears every Wednesday.

It’s time to take control of handgun laws
KIMBERLY TSAO

Itʼs Down to This
We got lucky with Columbine.
Had things gone as planned,
not only would the event been
heralded as a school shooting,
but as a bombing as well. The
gunmen originally had propane
bombs set to explode. Then, they
would have robbed the survivors
of their second chance at life by
gunning them down.
The Pew Research Center revealed that the number of believers in gun control declined in the
years following Columbine. In
2008, gun sales peaked in Colorado, home of Columbine High
School.
Virginia Tech mourned 32
people who died in a shooting
on April 16, 2007. Yet, for the
most part, the state approved the
U.S. Supreme Court’s decision to

overturn a handgun ban in June
2008.
How quickly Americans forget their luck can run out. It did
for Germany.
A 17-year-old boy killed 15
people before taking his own life
on March 11.
This happened despite of
Germany’s already strict rules
on gun ownership. The country
insists on permits, licenses and,
sometimes, yearlong background
checks. German law also requires
firearms to be locked up.
So why should we follow suit
when no-nonsense gun legislation leads to the same tragic end
anyway? Bernd Carstensen, a
spokesperson for the Association
of German Police Detectives,
said Germany may have the laws
in place, but they didn’t implement them.
That’s why.
Wolfgang Schaeuble, Germany’s interior minister, was quoted in an Al-Jazeera article saying, “We shouldn’t think about
tougher laws all the time, but
think about what we can change
in society.”
When the Pew Center asked
for the root problems behind the
shootings, only 14 percent said

gun control. The answers, “morality/social values” and “social/
government systems failures,”
took gold and silver respectively.
Even though religion and
mental health may play devil’s
advocate, it’s naive to think firearm laws have little or nothing
to do with shootings. They’re
deaths by guns. Of course, guns
are involved.
It’s Herculean for us to even
think of universal health care, so
why not take care of lax gun laws
first?
A 2004 Slate article maintained that one of the Columbine gunmen was depressed and
the other was a psychopath beyond repair. The article claimed
that the shooting wouldn’t have
happened if depressed boy didn’t
meet psychotic boy. The logical conclusion: Even if society
took care of the blues, the world
would still know of Columbine.
Society needed to take care of
the psychopath, but since he was
too far gone, only ironclad gun
legislation would have stopped
Columbine — and Michael
Moore’s eventual Oscar speech.
A Time magazine article disclosed that the U.S. has 88.8 guns
per 100 people, whereas many

European countries don’t even
reach 50.
However, the same article
contended, “Unlike the U.S.,
whose courts recognize a constitutional right to bear arms,
European nations tend to view
gun ownership as a responsibility that must be both justified
and earned.”

Virginia Tech
mourned 32
people who died
in a shooting on
April 16, 2007. Yet,
for the most part,
the state approved
the U.S. Supreme
Court’s decision to
overturn a handgun
ban in June 2008.
Not all the constitutional
amendments should be our
rights by default. We can’t be immediately entitled to bear arms.
People who want to purchase

firearms need to show responsibility first, more so than those
who want to speak their mind,
because while words have power,
guns have the power to kill.
Accordingly, both Portugal
and Denmark are considering
harsher sentences for crimes involving firearms. After school
shootings in 2007 and 2008, Finland pegged 20 as the handgunownership age last week. The
legal age was previously 15.
If you go Down Under, you’ll
need trigger locks for gun storage. Australia has also banned
shotguns and semiautomatics.
Switzerland isn’t staying neutral either. Currently, 1.5 million
people are allowed to keep automatic weapons in their homes,
but not if the Swiss Alps has its
way.
Are we really going to let them
upstage us?
Let’s take control of gun ownership. Let’s take control of our
lives.
Kimberly Tsao is a Spartan
Daily features editor. “It’s
Down to This” appears every
Wednesday.
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SOFTBALL

Spartans slide past Canisius Golden Griffins 5-4

ELIZABETH KANG

Staff Writer

The SJSU softball team won
5-4 against the Canisius College
Golden Griffins yesterday, but
high fives and cheers were not to
be seen or heard after the win. In
a game that became too close for
Spartans’ comfort, SJSU secured
the lead in the last inning.
Head coach Peter Turner
looked angry and frustrated at the
end of the game. He said that although he was happy with the win,
he was not happy with the way the
game was won.
“I’m completely disappointed
in the manner in which we approached the game,” he said. “We
were sloppy, timid, and we did not
play well.”
In a nail-biting seventh inning,
the Spartans found themselves
tied with Canisius, 4-4. Junior
second baseman Kelli Fangonilo,
one of the team captains, said
she felt the energy from her team
going into the last inning
“Everyone wanted that win,”
she said. “This was one of the first
times I’ve seen everyone loud in
the dugout. It was awesome.”
With SJSU’s junior right fielder
Kayla Hayes on second base, outfielder Nicole Wells got a single to
bring in the game-winning run.
“I just wanted to get a win,”
Wells said. “It was a good team
effort.”
Hayes said she was confident
going into the seventh inning with
a tied score.
“I knew that if someone was on
base, or if I could get on base, we
would win,” she said.
Even so, she added that the
other team shouldn’t have scored
so many runs.
“It shouldn’t have been as
close as it was,” she said. “We
are a much better team than
Canisius.”
Turner agreed.
“They played well enough
to beat us, but we happened to
come out on top,” he said. “They
are scrappy. You can’t let scrappy
teams hang around because they’ll
find a way to beat you.”
The Golden Griffins are now
6-9 overall. The Spartans advance
to 10-17.
To begin the game, Canisius
scored no runs. In the bottom of
the first, the Spartans took the lead
with one run by center fielder Sarah Taylor, but Canisius tied it with

Freshman Morgan Otto, slides safely into second base during Tuesday’s game against Canisius College. The Spartans
beat the Golden Griffins 5-4 with a run in the seventh inning.

a run in the second.
In the third inning, the
Spartans led 3-1, but Canisius
almost caught up in the fourth
with two more runs to the Spartans’ one. At the top of the final
inning, Canisius scored a run,
tying it 4-4.
Turner wasn’t pleased with
the tie.
“We’re just waiting to find
ways to throw away leads,” he
said. “We have chances to put
teams away and we’re not.”
After the Spartans won,
Turner could be heard loudly
scolding the team.
“Today was the first time
I’ve ever lit these kids up,” he
said. “I’ve had enough.”
Hayes didn’t blame Turner
for being upset.
“I appreciate the way coach
handled our win today,” she
said. “It was good for him to be
honest, but at the same time it
was good to get a win, too.”

TENNIS

Northern Colorado Bears claw
out a victory against SJSU

SANDRA SANTOS / Spartan Daily
Senior Silvana Dukic, a senior, and
juniorJennifer Williams during a partners tennis match against
North Colorado at the South Campus Tennis Courts Tuesday
afternoon. SJSU’s three pairs lost their games, 1–6, 3–6, and
the last pair ended the game in a seven point tie break, 5 –7.

BASEBALL

Shopshire pulls Spartans past Chicago State

SJSU senior Ryan Shopshire pitches during the Spartans’ 9-2 victory against Chicago State University. STEFAN ARMIJO / Spartan Daily
Shopshire pitched seven innings, allowed four hits, no runs and struck out three. He got his first win of the year in his third
appearance. The Spartans play Chicago State again today in a doubleheader.

Full story of Spartans’ win over Cougars
online at the TheSpartanDaily.com

STEFAN ARMIJO / Spartan Daily

